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A Word From the President, - 


Our editor has displayed her accustomed resourcefulness ih introductng 
new voices into the Bulletin this month. Reports from our Vice Presidents 
make this a special and representetive Christmas mumber, 





1942 has been a hard year «+ one of anxiety and increased responsibilities, 
The war has brought untold fering in Russia and England and Chine and to 
the conquered countries of Baurope, In comparison our lot has been easy and our 
sacrifices few, At present the hopeful news from North Africa and from Russia 
gives us new hope. ie can qil appreciate President Roosevelt's message that in 
this war "Books are weapons", If 1942 has seen the "beginning of the end", 


let us hope that 1945 will bring us victofy with a wise end just peace. Mean- . 


while, here is &nother Christmas, and for itthere is the old but sare advice 
of Thomas Tuséer: 

"At Christmas play and meke good cheer, 

For Christmas comes but once a year." 


warion Gilroy 








Bethlehem Town 


There burns a star o'er Bethlehen town -~ 
See, O my eyes, 
And cloriously it beameth down 
Upon a Virgin Mothey meek 
And Him whom solemn Magi, seek; 
Burn on, O star, and be the lizht 
To guide us 411 to Him this nizht. 





There ib @ bry it Bethlehem tom -- 
ark, O my soul, 
'Tis of the Babe that wears the crow; 
It telleth us that man is free — 
That He redeemeth all and me. 
The night is sped - behold the morn - 
Sing, 0O my soul, the Christ is born. 


Eugene Field 
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Library Activities in New crmnewi-r, 1942, 





urs. B, F, sioore, Vice President for N.B. 


At the request of the Editor, I submit a summary of a report received from 
various librarians, 


Clifton Public Library, «iiss. E.K. .iatthew, Librarian, reports thet as there 
are a great many children of school ave in the community special effort is beinz made in 
developing the Junior department. A few educational ‘ames were provided for the younc ... 
people, a separate catalogue was made, and new book shelves were donated. The Library is 
open on Saturday afternoons for the exchan’e of books. 


The Dalhousie Public Library>wi-s opened in 1939 throu’h the invemity and 
perseverance of a mumber of interested citizens who felt that a public library could be 


of great benefit in a small town and of especial assistance to the school children, while 
at the same time it would encoura-e a love of .ood rcadin= amon: the people. Startin- 
without endowment of any kind, but with the .oodwill and cenerosity of interested well 
wishers, eager to assist, it has zrown and is an asset to the community. Hundreds of 
books were donated and the best kept, so that now there are well over twenty-five 
hundred good books. Books for the Junior Department were selected with care Miss E, 
uatt, a Librarian in the .iontreal Hivh School, kindly assisted in this importent work. 
The upkeep is obtained by Association dues from the different orzanizations of the tow 
whe paid $12.00 each, entitlin= them te four votes ct the anmal meeting, with its 
election of officers, individuel dues are {1.00, adult membership fees 25¢ and juvenile 
10¢ per year. The librarian's work is voluntary. .iembership in the Book of the ‘.onth 
Club and subscriptions to four leadins marazines with a eontimal supply of recent books 
-f note, beth fact and fiction keep e contimally vrowinre interest. A teecher who is a 
wiber of the Book Selection Committee, has the privileze of choosing suitable and 
necessary books for the school as part >of the inonthly purchases, The tnternetional 
Paper Co., Vory Kindly furnished shelves, supplies etc. «ratis. The first President 
and orcanizer, wr. J.A, :acDonald of :oncton has been overseas for the past two and a 
heir years, and the first Secretery, .r, Lloyd Jones, is & Fliz:ht Commander with the 
R, C, A. Fe. urs. J.A. wacDonald very kindly reported for the Library. 
F 

From Fredericton, we have three reports, .iss D, Harper of the Legislative 
Librecy reports that the past year hes witnessed a marked increase in the mumber of 
persons meking use of the library, end a rether amazine turnover ver person, The 
interest of children and teen aze young people has been very noticeable, and she thi nks 
some good has been done in this inpertent direction, as she sees the youncsters pro 
ressing from the simpler bcoks t« others more worth while, The reference end technicel 
books have been made zood use of by the Army and Air Feree for their classes, 





The Rev. D.S, Gillis, Librerien of-St. Dunstan's Library, reports that 
during the past year extensive renovations were made, the books classified end several 
new volumes added. Of these, some were donetions, others were purchased. The Library 
is open on Sunday to adults and on Fridey efternoon to the children; it is a Free 
Public Library elthough the patrons ere, for the most pert, members of St,Dunsten's 
Parish. The Library Board consists of seven members, of which Rev. F ather “illis is 
Cheirman, Jas, A. Hughes Secr®tary, .:iss iolly Barry, Librarian. Of the 5,000 volumes 
in this library many ere of ancient oricin end of creat value. The circulation was 
e-proximately 1800. There sre 150 patrons. in the Librery are presentation copies 
from writers who were formerly patrons - ev. W.P. Stockley of ([reland, ths-first 
Librarian in 1897, suthor of several works on Shekespezre, end ‘iiss .ary Tranneén, 
vriter of children's stories and at present with the C. B. C. in Toronto. As the 


























interest in readin: is steadily growins, especially amon~ the youn people, it is hepe@ 
that there will be an expansion of the activities durin: the comin: year. 


irs. «..J. Thompson, Librarian of the University of New Brunswick, sent ig 
the following - With the exception of holidays and Sunday sornines, the librery hes beer 


open every day from u.ondey to Fridey from 9-30 A,:i, to § P.M} on Seturday from 9-80 %&} 
12-30, and on Saturday and Sundey afternoons durin-> exemination time, The steff is 
composed of one trained librerian and five student helpers, The mamber of volumes ig 
the Library has been roughly estimated ss 30,000. There are © 7reat many books to be 
catalogued, The Library contains many old, rare valuable books, end speciel collections 
acquired by gift. The former librarian, i:iss Sterlin-, did an amazin: amount of work ie 
organizing the library; but it was beyond the physical capabilities of any one person, 
no matter how willing and devoted to the task, Last year the circulation was 3,571 
books. In October 1941 the circulation was 555, in October 1942, 511. The increase 
tempo of college life is felt. The Collection cf books belonzin” to the York Sunbw ry 
peep is Society is housed here, This contains rare end valuable historical bocks 
and documents, 





This library belongs tc one of the oldest universities in Canada, ‘t has 
treasures’ es yet unexplored. Were it to be fully cataloged and articles written about 


the different rarities end collections, we mizht, like the man vith the better nouse trap, | — 


find the world beating a path to our decor. Or, if nct the world, et least seme ~f the 
schclerly world. 


From Sackville, tiiss W. Snider, Librarian of Mount Allison Memorial L 
reports that the war has wrought e chance in the kind of use which is bein: made ~f 
Library, The number of people using the library for serious study hes increased. The 
circulation of recreational books has decreased. This is cf course inevitable with a 
public which is composed largely of students enr-lled in Cc. 0. T. C., U. Te A. C oy 
first aid, home mrsing end war work «enerally, The clesses cf Air Force radio tech- 
nicians strain the reading room space to capacity. Tro important bequests wore received 
from friends of the library, ir. B. Eaton Paterson on his death added larcely to a fund 
already established in memory of his wife. [r, 5.W. Hunton, one of the earliest 
librarians of .iount Allison and professor of sathematics at the university for fifty 
years, on hi-: death bequeathed his entire mathematical library to ..cunt Allison, A 

microfilm Reader was presented by [r. R.C. Archibald, the donor of the Mary Mellish 
' Archibald kemorial collection in the library. 





The sount Allison Academy is bevimninz to tmild up a library of its own. 
The books which are placed in their readin: room are of course a part cf the cunt 
Allison Memorial Library and are purchased, catalo:ued, and cared for as such, Some of 
the books in this collection remain there pernanently, while others are borrowed fcr a 
périod of a month and then exchanged, 


Miss F, Tilley reporting for the I.0.[.£,. Boys end “irls Library. This is 
a joint undertaking by the Lord Sackville Librery and .ount Allison University. The 
Library is housed in the University Library Building and administered by a member of 
the wount Allison staff, It is open on S eturday morninss and free tc ell Séckville 
children. The attendance and circulation cf books have been increasin;; steadily... 
Book tal&s and story-telling in the four schools cre always successful in brinzing the 
vhildren to the library and in bringing the teachers and librarian closer torether. 
Tsechers use the books and materiel as supplementary readinz for social studies and aye 
alwys willing to give their full support and cooveration. Books sre selected by the 
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Seint J-seph's University library couprises abcut 15,000 volumes, which are housed in ae is 
s*.cious fire-proof hall. ‘neluded in these v-lumes is a lerve eclleection of vorks ' 
desling with the histery -f Canade cnd Acedia. The literary snd cducati-nal sections He 
‘hich were destroyed in the disastrous fire of 1938 are bein~ replenished rraduelly, 
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Fducational Secretary of the I.0.0.E., and the librarien. This is cone of the four 
libraries én Canace to have a Children's interneti-nal wind Alcove, sp-ns>ored by the 
Carnegie Endowuent for international Peace, Alcove bocks have been added several tines 
cach year for the past few years. As they ere colcrful, informative and populer they 
fill the requests °f children for "st-ries ab>ut >ther children". By readins bocks of 
this type the young reader learns that children all over the wrld work and play in 
very much the same way, although they may wear different clothes end speak stranre 
lengueges, , sate hy : ‘ 








in the following:— "jhen the war broke cut we opened cur Library t> the nen cf the 
Armed Forces and their families. Since the summer of this year we have been sending 
becks to the R, C. A. F. at Pennfield Air S tection. As & rule we have 40 to 3X books at E 
the base for distribution aiong the men - the officers have e Library of their om, The = | 
becks we lend are chosen and collected by one »f the officers in charce vho ‘cuarantees it 
their safe return, 


wiss KweA., Vaughan, Librarian of the Ssint John F ree Public Library, sent | 


Ancn:; the umsual »>robloms we have hed tc fece this year are the verizus 

-soects cf the Air Raid Precautions: irreplaceable material has been moved to safety. in 
he veult; the Library 2nd contents have been covered by War Risk “nsurance; the 

on of books in the Library has been checked; preparations have been made for black- 
cuts; the room beneath the stack has been requested es an air-raid shelter by the 
Business Collee nearby; and the Library hes also been selected as an evammaticn area 
by Civil Defence Committee. We received ea svecial bonk-case *s a memorial to the late 
br. H.o. Bfidges, purchased from a wencrial F und of the Teacher's Association, The 
cift also included a guarantee »>f $25.00 worth of beoks each year t> help fill the case. 
r. Av“. Truexan, Superintendent of Schools in the city, has been epp-inted t~ the Board 
of Comaissicners. This epp-intment wekes an inportent link between the two nain 
oducaticnal institutions, the Library end the Sehcol, ds far es reading interests are 
eoncerned, we find non-fiction is more populer than formerly. For the first tine hist-ry © 
has has the lergest circulation, dis-lacin: bicrraphy, the usual leader in non-ficticn. ae 
ier activities have reduced the circulation statistics c-nsiderably, tut we find an i 
upward trend at present. 
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wiss GE, Starrett, repcrts for the L.P. Fisher Public Library, “oodst>ek, 
jhe Story Hour was carried on each Saturday oorninz durin: Jemary, February and ‘arch, 
On tw wornines ocupils fr-m Woodstock Hich Sehool were in cherve, ard severel of them 
showed marked ability for story tellinz. A collection of indian relics has been arranzeac 4 
in the library. These implements were pleuvhed up 2n ¢ fara near our town, and heve - ' 
er-usad interest in the history of our indian period. Our Bock Club enjoyed its usual Pa 
copulerity, The membership fee is $1.50, 2nd borks purchased end read by members are 
cfterwerds placed on the shelves for general circuletion, The "Friends of the Library" 
48s ciation has been active and has contributed funds for book buying and fer beok end 
arzazine binding, With a suall membership fee, this assccietizn includes nany of our , 
vo:k berrewers and has ziven then a greater interest in the library. As tro-thirds cf cur 
bo-ks are nonm-ficticn, includine reference, we supplenent the “ork of our public sch>ls a 
and ¥ocationel School. 





‘e } 


The Librarian of Saint Joseph's University, ..r. Rene Beaudry, rep>rts:- 
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A special literery departsent for the use of younger students conteins slrecdy abcut 
2000 volumes. The library has been enriched with the edditicn of a few hundred recent 
works either boucht or exchanged. It has likewise received three inoscrtent donations: 

the manuscripts cof the lete wir, Placide Vaudet, Acadian archivist end zenealo<ist, pre- 
sented by his dauchter; the extensive library -f Rev. Joseph Fiset, f-rner prefess°r 

of philosophy and sciences et the University; a lar-e mmber of Serirdicels, ineludin: 

two importent cocllections cf Acadian journals, presented by ur, Henry P. Leblanc, *f 
woneton. The library is wued esvecially by the students cand the pr°-fess rs of the 
University but is also consulted by an increasin: miaber cf persons fr-m outside the 
University. Last summer, during the course of pede ozy ~iven et the University, a reedine | 
room was 2rgenigzed for the speciel use ~f the public-school teachers, cnd a #70d cole 
lection of works on pedagogy was ut at their disposition, Owinr t> the fact thet we 
have not yet a permanent librarian the task of clessification advonees but slowly. We 


intend in the nesr future to »pen @ reédin: room in order tc feeilitcte the work of the 
students. 
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The Silver Jubilee Rural Public Library at Honewell Cape hes laboured under ~ 
difficulties owing to the illness of ur. J.A. Drummond, its founder and librarian, ~ i 
although urs, Drummond has carried on the work until recently. At present “wr. Ernest 
Wallace, an English war veteran, is helpin:. The library is open on Wednesday and 
saturdey eveninzs. Several .ifts of books and a& cash donation from Lord Bennett for ia 
the installation of electricity and a new heatins system are reported. The branch 4 
libraries are functioning as usual and 4 “ood avereze of the readers are enjoying the i 
books in the main library at Hopewell. 4 





urs, Hagel S, .ieClelland, Convenor of the S ussex Library sponsored by the | 
Viomen's Institute, reports that they heve had a busy end profitable year. The Town Wi af 
grant is $100.00 per year and other reveme is received from the rental of - new fietion | 
ad the sale at five cents each of books beyond repair, Cerds are issued to the wives 
of soldiers. One hundred books of the latest fiction and fifty others including seme 
on the required reading list of the Hich School were purchased, The Library is open 7n 
wonday and Friday afternoons from two to five, All the work is vcluntary, 





In the iioncton Public Library there has been en increase in the circulation 
of juvenile books and more reference material used by the youn” students, The Yoneton 
Women's University Club presented their readin~ club books, « splendid c-llection of 
about forty volumes, and in addition to this anmal sift a ~enerous cheaue of +77,00 for 
books. These vifts were greatly appreciated. Privileres of b-rrowin= b-~ks from the 
Library were extended to the men in the services and their femilits, end many have teken 
advantage of the offer, Books °n loan from the Educational Branch of the Cenadian 
Legion War Services, about 200 in the collection, are availeble t> the men, Newcomers 

“nstantly seek information of a local nature, such advice concerninz trips t~ take, 
points of interest tc see, ccnecerts to attend. Throuvh these contects we have met some ; 
interesting young men, ineludin” the son of A.H. Sutherland, esuthor of “Arches of the at 
Year" end other books; Basil Rethbone's son, and other youn: lads who ere ~ivin= up 8 +. 
much that we may enjoy free books, the richt to rend what we wish, end the freedom we 
enjoy. 








I regret that nc report was received from the ot, Croix Community Library +¢ 
in St. Stephen, as this Library presents e sphendid exemple of eccoperation between not | 
only two towns, St. Stephen and Cakis, .aine, but two ccuntries, Canade end the United a 
States. i? 


ie 
It is cratifying to note that there is « -reater demand for zood literature a 

for the young people and that more are usin: the Libraries, due to the new curriculum 4 
in the schools. ‘ 











aRe 





I woule be gled if this review -f cur library ectivities enc-uraced the 
librerians end friends of the library to cooperate in the improvement of Librery Serviee, 
so that the entire Province may have en edequate systen of Recinnel Libreries, sinifer 
to that now in operation in Prince Edwarc . sland, 


I wieh to extend my thenks to all those whc subnitted such splendid rensvts, 





Librery Interests ir Nova Sectie, 1942 


by 
Evelyn Canpbell 
Vice-President of the u.L.A. for Nova Setia 


Although Nova Sectia had « free educaticn Act as early as 18°86, this 
Province has never had an adequate Public Librery system. Not at eny pericd of history 
has it been so. necessary to provide books for complete education. At a time when sc many 
have opinions but n> convictions, when even the cost thoughtful observer of current 
‘events cannot see cleerly the development -f the future nd "hen there are ever those, 
who, with the insidious poison of false values enc distorted hopes -f the pest, wish to 
obstruct the chenges that must come to ineure © better world, the best berks by the best 
minds sh-uld be aveileble to all. 











In 1917, Lord Haldane, diszayed by tye evidence >f the illiteracy in the be 
British Army, made © survey and pointed cut the eppsellincly lew level of education amone 
service men. When it wes ascertained thet the ordinary civilien hed a corresoondine leck, 
rn adult educetion program wes put inte effect in “reat Britain and rc eomplete system of 
public libraries was organi zed. 


tt is not too much to expect that somethin: similer nicht be dene in Neva 
Scotia, While a Regional Library System has been temporarily put into the beckcround : 
since the outbreak of war, the idea is beine kept clive, end the advanteaces -f libraries ae 
are being broucht hone to the people, by displeys of books, discussione *nd neetings ie 
those sections most eag er for adult educetion fecilities. ; 


The most significent library development in Nove Se>tie within the lest 
three years, has been the estcblishi:ent of the Canadian Legion War Services Librerics 
under the direction of iss Nofa Bateson. .t is hoped thrt this library service will be | 
financed as e reguler war department under the Depertment >f Naticnel Defenee. The exeel- | 
lent work it is new doing would be immeasurably increesed. The War S erviece Librery has . 
in its collection the most inportent and the acst cutstendin” bocks published today. 
There is mich talk about witinihz the peace as well es winnin: the war, tit we cann>t win 
the peace if we do not provide educatichal facilities for zillions -f otfr men in the | pis 
services. The Canadien Legion War Services Library is doin: a marnifieant piece of work 8 a 
under great cGifficulties. Not only is the aid they -ive now inportant, tut they are Has 
establishing e foundation for future librery developuent. e 








Changes have ecoue tr the University Libreries durin: ver time. The 
wacDonald Library et Delaousie University skes its ecllecti-n available to the service 
men, provided they are retoumended by scne one affiliated with the University. The» 
Librer.y is used a grect deal for reading end reference witk by wen of the ermed forces, 
apert from the borrowing. The Library of the University «f Kinc's Colleve is carryine on 
its reguler werk, despite the fact thet the University hes been requisiticned for Navel use. 





Va 





Both these libraries eo-perate t> the fullest extent with the Cenedien 
Lezicn Wer Services Library, sunplyins requested books, °s d> the Delh-usie Medical . 
Library and the Provincial Science Librery. 


The D: rtuouth Readinz Room is now situated in the st.Peter's Parish Hall, 
The forner querters, on the 8rd floor of the Post Office, hove been taken over for 
Governnent Offices, The new location is a:re central, The town of Dartacuth hes crew 
trenendously in the last three years anc the Reedinz Ro-m has contributed much to the 


reeding interests of the people. It is indeed the bectinnine -f © much crester library 
cevelopment. 


This is 2 technical sve snc the interest in science anc technolozy denends ‘ 
iore and more bocks for reseerch and reference, The joint Provineiel Science Librory $i 
and Librery of the Neva Sectian Institute -f Science is 6 free public librery «nd offers ti 
its resources to the people of Nova Seotia. The collection >f the Nove Seoticn tnstitute 
of Science, consisting of Journals, Proceedin:s and Trensctions >f scientific societies The 
of all countries in the vorld, is sn extreiely valuable one. it is expected thet mre ivi 
use will be made cf this in future, The Science Library pleys © small tt importent 1] 
part in the readin interests of the pecple -f Nova Scotia, Bi 


Nct what we have, but what we hope and expect t~ have in librery facilities 
hes been the keynote of these remerks. Nova Scotia has contributed mech to the civiliz- oH 
at:on of this continent, end I aa sure that we are mt coins to ne lect cur -wm aducat- ‘fi 
ional future. Like the 8th Army in Erypt, when we st=rt we shell po places. “ 
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Prince Edwerd islend Libraries, 1942 
by 
itiss Dorothy Cullen, Acfing Librarian 


The outstandine bit of news from the Prince Edward Island Libraries is thet 
the librarian, ur. H.B. Chandler, has been grented a leave of absence to enter the 
Personnel Selection Service of the Army. For the duration, then, our steff consists of 
wiss Crace Campbell, B,A., u.iss Ella ..acPherson, a new member, «iss “enevieve Solcnon, 
forme: ly librarian of the Georzetown brench, ®*nd wiss Dorothy Cullen as ectin” librarian. 


Libreries in Prince Edward Island sre marchins elon? et about the sme pace. 
as formerly. Over 4000 new books have neen purchased in 1942 with the emphasis at present 
being on replacements of children's books end adult fiction, The increasin: mmber of 
‘worn 6nd soiled books, which we call "derelicts", is becomine difficult for our small 
‘ heedquerters steff t> handle. Wwe have had 400 books rebound durin:s the year, but many 
nore are waiting tc be mended. 





in the past few months it hes been necessary te vet new custedians for 
several of the branches. We find that this hes a tendency to reterd library activity in 
those centres for a time, uniib the new person becomes familiar with the bo-k collection 
end library routine. 


Cireuletion for 1942 is zenerelly slishtly lewer then thet of 1941, The 
Cherlottetomm Public Library still contrites nearly a third of the totel circulation 
each month, The libraries et the R.A.F. end R.C.A.F, stations are beins used more and 
mre; and we have lately pleced o smell collecticn cf books in the 2,C.N,V.R. barracks, 
from which we expect food reports, 
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in the effort t- acquaint renders vith the books in the librery, ~e have 
cut cut several mimeorvrepned lists >f new broks; and during the winter of 1941-42 -ave 
‘ur usual bork reviews over radio station CFCY. Lit 


i 
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wiss Jean Cill, Vice-President for P.E.t. cnd Litrarian sf the P.".°. : 

segislative and Public Library wrete late in October:- At the noment we cre busy -ettin: Hl) 

ready for Book Week. We-plen on 4 short radio telk followed by + b->k quiz, and then our {| 

usuel display of children's bo-ks, posters and bork marks, \e will heve cur story telline = 

hour followed by film slides. Just how much cf this vill materialize is hard to say, 
but we hope to be able to follow this pro-:reime as closely *s possible, 
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SINCE YOU acKal ME -- 1 ii 


With places as well es perple, first expectaticns are seldem fulfilled, { 
suppose the eerly settlers in Canada suffered some pretty severe shccks cn their arrival 
in this Promiskd Land; and i've nc deubt thet some <f their descendants cre even now 
experiencing equelly rude evekenins >n their return to the Old C cuntry by invitation of 
the Axis. So it was that {= too, travellin;: with sec many others, frund that ost things 
in Cenada were other than as we hed anticipated. in this part cf the Dominion at least, 
Hollywood cowboys do mot shoot up ein Street by dey and render hideous the niv-ht with : 
hill-billies; our wein Street holds mothinz more sava e then hired ..azeppes in taxicabs 
and small boys on coasters, cond 2ur ni;hts are broken not by the cell of the coyote tt 
hy plaintive bovine cries from freight trains et the depct. We have no rellin prairies, 
“t a very nice line in well-kept city lawns; the highest peck in siv-ht is the tower cf 
ure Roman Catholic Cathedrel; end if in winter we de achieve somethin: like the frozen 
wastes of fiction, there ere always the livhts of Scorve's “rill end en oecesional stirrup 
pump to remind us that here toc ..an has left his civilisin: touch, 
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Likewise with librarics. Owin. to e possibly unfcrtunste upbringin: on 4 
heady diet of American professicnel literature, and 4 not very clear acqueintence with 
the forty-ninth parallel, | confess that | cane to Cenade with rather erroneous expectations 
of the kind >f library conditicns | mi-ht find here, I have n-w been in Canada frr about 
ten months, during which tine [ have hed ecntact -r conmniceticn with several libreriens 
in or cut cf the waritimes. One end £11 (with the exception of one por -entleman who 
euldn't read ny writing) heve shcvm ue unfailin: ccurtesy end kindness, and in this im 
nediat: locality L have been iapressed by the spirit and sincerity with which they are 
handling « somewhat thankless tesk; mt, et the risk >f seaiins to bite the hand that fed — 
Bie, i must adnit to a humble spinicn that the conditions of library pro-ress and presti-e a 
in the weritime Provinces ore es yet far from satisfactry. AL 
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Perhaps i may be eond-ned in uy severity if 1 sey something about ny om 
oricin. I was in feet before the war a uanber -f the steff of one of Britain's larvest 
Country Library systeus, 2peratine in an urban area on the outskirts »f London, snd 
eovering @ region of ebout half the size of Wostacrland County. That area, in coapsrison 
with the spaciousness of New Brunswick, mey scem very small beer to you; but in thet arer 
we had a system of fifteen whole tiie brench libraries, fifty-five snuell librery centres 
end two hundred schocl libraries. i was not a pioncer in this novement end © wuld teke 
no credit for it. Frankly I feel thet we could heve dene end shall d- much better, con 
Sidering the means at our disp-scl. For, whatever our individual compleints nicht have 
been about cur shorteomin:s end handicaps, the nein gcct cond cause -f this coaperstive 
success ley in the fact that in En-lend the public is librery-conseious, Can the same be 
sic of the public of New Brunswick <nc of Nova Scotia? 1 teke leave tc d-ubt it. 
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Canada — pardon me if ~ appear te patronise - is as yet a youn: country, mt | 
yet, £ think, fully aware of a national ond a civic responsibility; or perheps . should | 
generalise no farther than the wiaritines of which alone 1 heve personel kmwledze. In iif 
the sphere of education perticularly, it seems t> me, there is a spirit of leissez-faire 
“nich hardly mekes for unifrmity -f progress; and the provision -f e financielly sound 
library service, which in Enzlanc is tied u> naturally with educeticnel facilities, dees = 
not appear to receive anythine like reascneble ecnsideration, I have seen the library His 
shelves spasmodicelly raided by the local Hi-h Schcol children in quest of books which Wi 
they have been told to read, The same authority which is responsible for this systém -f 
ecmpulsory reading apparently does not concorn itself «s t+ whether the public library 1h 
hes sufficient funds to provide the bocks it prescribes, snd the librery hes recourse “nly © 
tc the peculiar resources of the pey-shelf and fines collected in order to pay for hew if 
bocks and replacements. I concede that there is an income frem City funds, end thew ere | 
cecasionel donations in kind or cash; tut this is menifestly n-t enru‘h either to — t 
the necessary additions or to keep the existine stock in vod repair. 








To ay perheps fasticicus mind this is : shemeful thin:. It is none the less §— 
oerficious beceuse, in spite of the drawbacks -f under-n°-urished and inesmplete book | 
stceck, the librery of which I speak is well used by its public snd efficiently menazed by | 
its staff. That, I believe, reflects credit upon the staff enc ouestirn upon the city : 
rhich lets such things be in & rejutedly educated commnity.  .t prompts me to ask, speekin: © 
for myself, what is wrons with a public mentelity which spcnsors s Natir>nel Newsboys' Laz 
but hes never thoucht of a Nationel Librery ‘/cek, te’ days for the Brownies but never a BR 
teg for the Library, end - leucable end essentiel thou h it be - a million dollars fer Re 
Victory but so very few fer the knowled e¢ which will ive us victory in peace as well as | 
in war. I repeat, this is not a natter for steisfecti-n; end . have said this such b-ldly, 7 
snowing thet nost of my readers, as librariens, will reco:nise this es painfully as I ds My 
nuyself, i 

As i «rite this brief Jerenied - es lockin~ forwerd with considerable 3 
interest tc readin> the repert, which © understend .rs, .core is preparin for this issue «— 
of your Bulletin, on the pro-ress of New Brunswick libraries in the past year. «. have wy 
read wiss Bateson's very thoreush survey °f libreries in Neve Scotia, and shc ald ‘like to rt 
sce the same sort of investizaticn carried out in this Province. But such e survey is enly |. 
useful, surely, if it ecntributes to 2-reater co-operation between the libreries surveyed; 7" 
end this is a subject cn which ny hopes are hich but my knowled:e limited. Y will, theree FF 
f-re, oresume no further then to say that in a community of collection of coamnities there FF 
sublic appreciation is seanty, it is more than ever important thet iibrarians sh-2ld te va 
ready to pool their policies and shere their prozrsss. And that, it mst be self-evident, . 
is the main task of eny Library Ass-ciati-n, On that besis aany thins are possible. 
do not eonsider it impossible or undesirable thet there sh-uld cone into bein: a union 
eetelrcue of non-fiction works in New Brunswick libraries «nd a free exchanve -f book 
requests and fulfilments by wail.’ {£ do e-nsider it feasible that szell libreries in cut- 
lying cistricts should be festered end fed by those in more pcpuler areas, co helieve 
that in villages where libreries de not end cannct exist, there may cecasi-nally be fund 
soae responsible habitant to teke ecre of & saell supply -f books for his nei hbcurs.- 
the "berrower-lender" principle as practised in soe Enclish rural areas (which we still 
heve in Enclend!). And is it not also possible and desirable t> ineusurete end asintain 
en Azcressive publicity policy in the Provincial press? Jf every libr:irian reader of this 
bulletin were t: undertake to bomberd the necrest newspaper durin’, say, the first f-rt- ; 
night of the New Year, with columns, sketches. and shet-have-y-us of p:pular librery inter-~ © 
est, is it not conceivable that some sf this seed wuld fall on profitable cround? But ie 
please, no more lists cf néw editions and king donations! i 
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1 know they have to be done to attract the moth and a»pease the tigers—bet in this 
case let it be rather of the Cinderellas of your stock that you will speak - the old 
and tried if you like, the books of all time rather than the Book of the D ime~e—Day 
Book Club. Maybe I'm aiming too high; maybe you haven't such books in your library; 
then you'll just have to write about what you have —- because I think you can be sure 
that if you don't talk ebout what you have, people will never be sufficiently 
interested to give you what you want. Anyhow, that's my story. - and thenk you for 
listening. 7 


H ..J. wedd, 





The Children’s Room. Saint John Free Public Library. 


In the Northwest corner of the Free Public Library is the Childrens' Room, Four 
lerge windown give a side outlook on the historic "Fort Howe" and admit a wealth of sun- 
shine - beneficial not only to the children tut also to the flowers enc ferns which cive 
the room a friendly atmosphere, This recreationel Reeding Room for children was one of 
the first in Canade to have its orm Librerian, hours, end book collection - absolutely 
separate from the other departments of the Librery. The room is open every afternoon 
from one to six o'clock and from ten to six o'clock on school holidays and S aturdeys. 
It is regarded by the children of pre-school ege, and others up to fourteen years, as 
absclutely their own, The youngest members are very proud of having librsery cerds end 
often do their own book choosing, though they sometimes ask for a "Book my Grandnother 
wuld like to read me", A Doll's House in the desicn of # modern cottaze, constructed, 
furnished and presented by a "grandmother", is excecdingly attractive to all aves, 
Another feature of interest, especially t: visiting librariens, is a mep of Fairyland 
placed on one of the tebles, under glass, showing the location cf the mythical chareeters 
fron classical times to Mother Goose. Attractive pictures, all of them donations, 
decorate the walls. For the information as well as for the delight cf the children, 
special days and seasons sre marked by special decorations. A Story Hour is conducted 


under the direction of a Committee whe invite qualified citizens tc speak to the children . 


on Saturday mornings, ‘Work is done in connection with schools, providing teechers and 
pupils with the needed reference material. S ometines books ere lent to the teacher for 
receding in class, Pictures illustrating the required subjects are available for use 
either in classroom or library. New books are eaverly r ad, theugh the unerring judgment 
of childhood still calls for the favourites of all time, Although the children seem to 
understand that in the stcries of sll countries they are seeine the wrld cf yesterday, 
their sublime faith welcomes elie the Past, the Present and the Future. 
Annebell P, Pole 
Childrens' Librarian 





Notes and Personals 


On Nov, 3 tiss Eleanor Jean Mott of this city, a graduate of iichaster anc B,L,S, 
fron the University of Toronto, was married t> Everard Stuart W.Y., Teylor of Toronte in 
the Parkdale Baptist Chureh, Toronto. 


The Saint John Branch of the M.L.I. held its openiny meeting at the home of iiias 
Alice Rainnie, Sewell St. on Tuesday, November 17, iiss Edith Hudson, one of the Curators 
of the New Brunswick iiueeun, gave us a talk cn simseuns and their purposes, with special 
reference tc the N.B, Museum and its efforts t> live up to the ideal, This ves naturally 
of great interest to the Library group as the works enc ways cf Libreries end «useuns 
follow such parallel paths. 


The President of the &.L.A., liiss Merion Gilrey, addresscd the reguler meeting of the 
‘olfville Home and School Association on the evening of Wednesday, December 2, in a reom 
f the Wolfville Public School, She placed on display an ummsuelly excellent assortment 
f children's books, 

















